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Track would be welcome in Eastern Oregon
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BOARDMAN, Ore. (AP) - An Eastern Oregon port district would welcome a NASCAR track on its 14-hundred acres of sagebrush near the Columbia River town of Boardman.

Port of Morrow manager Gary Neal says it's a great fit because the place wants them. Boardman is about 160 miles east of Portland.

An investor group called Oregon International Speedway wants to start construction soon on a four-mile open wheel racing-style course on the port-owned land.

It would consist of two interlocking asphalt circles, rather than a high-banked NASCAR-style superspeedway.

Voters in rural Morrow County last May endorsed the idea, approving an eight percent excise tax to pick up the costs.

But despite the county vote, some ranchers and residents worry about the tens of thousands of fans descending on the community.

