Top of Form

	






	6/27/2007 6:06:00 PM 
	

	Legislators pave way for speedway project

By Tammy Malgesini
of the East Oregonian

SALEM Lawmakers gave the green light to developers negotiating for the proposed Pacific Northwest Motorsports Park earlier today in Salem. Senate Bill 665 now needs the governor’s approval.

Both chambers approved a bill to expedite the land-use review of a destination resort and amenities that would surround the proposed NASCAR-style speedway that developers want to build near Boardman.

Billie Jean Morris, Boardman Chamber of Commerce chief executive officer, who will begin as director of marketing with Oregon International Speedway on July 1, was happy to hear the news.

"That just paves the way for us to progress and get the speedway on the fast track"? she said. "Things were going to happen anyway, but it just adds to the opportunities."

Two developers have been negotiating with NASCAR in hopes of persuading it to pick Boardman for a Pacific Northwest speedway, which local officials say would be an economic boon to Eastern Oregon.

Morrow County Commissioner Ken Grieb agreed.

"I'm tickled our legislators realize this is such a good thing for not only Eastern Oregon, but all of Oregon. This is a tremendous opportunity for economic development for our state." he said.

Rep. Greg Smith, R-Heppner, said the land-use bill is aimed at clearing the way for developers to move forward with the speedway project and to show NASCAR the state supports the $500 million project.

"We're trying to tell NASCAR, 'We're open for business. Boardman wants you" Smith said.

Morrow County Judge Terry Tallman said it's been a lengthy process.

"We've been working on it for seven years in Morrow County from a land-use standpoint he said. "And we're finally seeing fruit of it. It's been a long, hard road."

Tallman touted the work of Smith and Sen. David Nelson, R-Pendleton, on passage of the bill.

"We had some people who carried those bills and in particular we want to note Sen. David Nelson and his wife, Alice. They were the initial sponsors of 665 on the Senate side. Tallman said. "There's just a lot of people (including) Rep. Greg Smith. Without them, I don't think we would have gotten it passed."

The Associated Press contributed to this story.
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