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Northwest NASCAR plans veer off track 
Promoters might start looking elsewhere as potential locations and support are hard to find 
Monday, April 30, 2007 

JOE GAMM 

The Oregonian 

OLYMPIA -- Twice rebuffed by Washington counties, NASCAR promoters say they're not giving up on the Northwest, but the number of places suitable for a major stock car racing track -- and willing to build one -- is dwindling. 

The latest to say no was Kitsap County after originally courting the International Speedway Corp., operators of 12 tracks nationwide that host Nextel Cup series events. County leaders backed off when local opposition emerged and the state was unwilling to pay for half the cost of a track. 

Now supporters of other locations -- including some near Portland -- are racing to find a spot for what many see as a lucrative track but others see as an environmental hazard. 

International Speedway is still determined to put its 13th track in the region, but it is re-evaluating its position after the latest setback, said spokesman Lenny Santiago of Daytona, Fla. The company soon will be actively looking at other locations with proximity to a major airport. 

Track promoters won't say where they're looking, but "calls are percolating all over," said Grant Lynch of Talladega, Ala., the president of Great Western Sports, a subsidiary ISC established to develop a racing venue in the Pacific Northwest. "We're not going to do anything until May." 

It's Lynch's job to find a venue for a new track, and he said NASCAR and ISC remain interested in sites near Portland. 

That's good news to Terry Smoke, co-chairman of the Cascade Speedway and Sportsplex Committee, a group trying to bring NASCAR to Troutdale at the site of the old Reynolds Aluminum plant owned by the Port of Portland. 

Lynch called Smoke about Oregon sites earlier this month and expressed interest in several places, so Smoke's committee also is looking for sites south and west of Portland. 

The challenge is finding the 600 to 800 acres needed for a track, including room for parking -- but also addressing political considerations, including public financing and concerns about pollution and noise. 

"It's much more than just getting land for them," Smoke said. "We're excited to get back in the ballgame." 

So far, ISC has concentrated on landing a track in Washington, but has failed twice to win approval. First, a 2005 effort failed in Snohomish County at a site about 35 miles north of Seattle, when drainage and soil problems and money disputes spurred the county to back out. 

Then leaders of Kitsap County invited Great Western to see privately-owned land that the county hoped to buy for a track, but they ended up backing out when residents said they were worried about drainage issues, traffic, noise and pollution. 

Kitsap critics were unconvinced even when NASCAR officials promised to build their first "green" racetrack to capture all runoff water and control noise and pollution, and said they also would partner with a company that has managed traffic for large multi-day events such as the U.S.-hosted World Cup soccer tournament and the 2002 Salt Lake City Winter Olympics. 

Washington's not giving up, said the state's Lt. Governor, Brad Owen. 

Owen said he still is looking for property for a track that meets two primary NASCAR priorities. The first is that the track must be within 60 miles of Seattle or Portland because corporate sponsors demand luxury accommodations and fine dining restaurants, he said. The location also must have enough hotel space -- about 27,000 rooms -- for people who travel from across the country, he said. The Seattle area has 37,000 hotel and motel rooms, and the Portland area has about 23,000, industry officials said. 

The second criterion, Owen said, is to force the bulk of the people who come from outside the track's home state to stay in the host state. 

"The ISC is still interested in talking to people," he said. "They are limiting the search because they have certain criteria to meet." 
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