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Track would be welcome in Boardman 
Monday, April 30, 2007 

RICHARD COCKLE 

The Oregonian 

An Eastern Oregon port district would welcome a NASCAR track on its 1,400 acres of sagebrush near the Columbia River town of Boardman. 

"This is a place that wants them," Port of Morrow manager Gary Neal said. "It's a great fit." 

Backers first proposed Boardman, about 160 miles east of Portland, for a speedway about seven years ago, and several investor groups have offered plans to make it happen over the years. Groundbreaking has been tentatively set several times, the last in fall 2006, but has never taken place. 

Now, an investor group called Oregon International Speedway wants to start construction soon on a four-mile open wheel racing-style course on the port-owned land, Neal said. 

It would consist of two interlocking asphalt circles, rather than a high-banked NASCAR-style superspeedway. 

"I know they plan on turning dirt this summer," Neal said. 

A year ago, the group was proposing an 81,500-seat grandstand, NASCAR-style track, road courses, oval and dirt tracks and other facilities estimated to cost $300 million. 

But an open-wheel track is less expensive to build and fits better with the current planning, though the group could still construct a banked track if NASCAR officials come calling, Neal said. 

A NASCAR track "would be a home run," said Bend attorney David Allen. Allen represents Oregon International Speedway, a group of motor sports industry investors including Bill Gardner, a former NASCAR Cup team owner and owner of DiGard Racing. 

Voters in rural Morrow County last May endorsed the idea, approving an 8 percent excise tax to pick up the costs for $40 million in utilities, roads and other improvements on the track site, five miles west of Boardman. The investor group has an option to buy the land. 

But despite the county vote, a NASCAR track still would face problems. Some ranchers and local residents worry about the shriek of supercharged engines and tens of thousands of fans descending on their community. Other obstacles: The Boardman site's remoteness from major population centers and repeated assertions by NASCAR officials that it has no interest in staging its high-level Nextel Cup races there. 

So in the meantime, Allen said investors are going forward with a $50 million open-wheel track without a grandstand. 

Current plans call for amenities similar to a golf and country club: "Instead of golf you've got racing," he said. 

The concept involves selling memberships and hotel-style condominiums, holding races and having members zoom around the track in their personal sports cars and race cars, he said. 

"It's amazing how many people are into sports cars of all kinds," Allen said. "If you own a race car, you probably want to get it up to top speed once in a while." 

Richard Cockle: 541-963-8890; rcockle@oregonwireless.net 

©2007 The Oregonian
